Interview with Vaugham Roberts on Same Sex Attraction

Vaughan Roberts, rector of St Ebbe’s, Oxford, and the author of God'’s Big Picture: Tracing the
Storyline of the Bible, recently gave an interview to Julian Hardyman (senior pastor of Eden
Baptist, Cambridge) in Evangelicals Now on his struggle with same-sex attraction. David
QOuld has highlighted some excerpts, which are reproduced below.

Does the disclosure that same sex attraction is one of your personal battles mean you are
defining yourself as a homosexual?

No, it doesn't. ... All of us are sinners, and sexual sinners. But, if we have turned to Christ, we
are new creations, redeemed from slavery to sin through our union with Christ in his death
and raised with him by the Spirit to a new life of holiness, while we wait for a glorious future
in his presence when he returns.

These awesome realities define me and direct me to the kind of life | should live. In
acknowledging that | know something of all eight battles covered in my book, therefore, I'm
not making a revelation about my fundamental identity, other than that, like all Christians, |
am a sinner saved by grace, called to live in the brokenness of a fallen world until Christ
returns and brings all our battles to an end.

How do you think churches communicate [a] negative message?

The problem is largely caused by the fact that most of our comments on homosexuality are
prompted, not primarily by a pastoral concern for struggling Christians, but by political
debates in the world and the church. . ..

Also, in countering the simplistic binary model of the world that people are either born gay or
straight (or, occasionally, bi), we are prone to make overly dogmatic comments ourselves
about causation and cure. These can be heard to imply that homosexual attraction is just a
matter of personal choice. This only increases the sense of shame already felt by those who
experience unwanted same-sex attraction and can leave them with the impression that this
is a battle that is not safe to share with others in the church. | have become convinced,
therefore, that we need not only a greater openness in discussing issues of sexuality, but also
a more positive vision and presentation of the nature of faithful discipleship for those who
struggle in this area.

And is change possible? Can these attractions be redirected or altered?

The development of sexuality is complex and is, | think, best understood as being on a
spectrum, along which individuals can move, especially in the years soon after puberty, but
also later. A small proportion of people, including Christians, find that they remain exclusively
attracted to the same sex as they grow into mature adulthood. God has the power to change
their orientation, but he hasn’t promised to and that has not been my experience.

Research suggests that complete change from exclusively homosexual desires to exclusively
heterosexual ones is very rare.

While supporting the right of anyone to seek help to change if they wish, our emphasis needs
to be on encouragement to be godly and content in current circumstances.

(https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/vaughn-roberts-on-same-sex-
attraction/)
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We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
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Welcome, we’'re glad you're here!

him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday

services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

This Week: What Would Jesus
Say to The Same Sex Attracted?

While we were created by God as sexual beings
our sin corrupts our desires—and so we wrap
our identity around created things (idolatry)
including our sexual desires. This corruption and
idolatry wrecks our lives and offends God,
causing his wrath to be justly upon us. But Jesus
has come to restore our relationship with God,
and when we have faith in Jesus he becomes
the source of our identity, meaning and
satisfaction in life.
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Say hello

Join us for morning tea at 10:30am.
We'd love to have a chat and get to
know you better.
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What Would Jesus Say To... The Same-Sex Attracted

Intro: the ‘shibboleth’ of our age (cf Judges 12:4-6)

What would Jesus say to the same-sex attracted?

1. *“You were created by God for worship (and sex)..” (Genesis 2)

2. “Sin has disfigured your worship (and sex)..” (Genesis 3, Romans 1:18-3:20)

3. “l affirm monogamous heterosexual marriage..” (Matthew 19:3-9)

4. “l will reject all who are unrepentant in sin...” (Revelation 21:8)

5. “Yet | do not condemn the sinner (who repents)... for | am full of compassion” (John 7:53-
8:11)

6. “l seek true worshippers...” (John 4:1-30, 39-42)

For the same-sex attracted:

See the brokenness of what the world promises

See that same-sex attraction does not disqualify you forever

See that following Jesus is costly, but worth it

For the non-same-sex attracted:

Responding to ‘coming out’

Pastoral care



