Dealing with Our Desire for Glory and Honour (by Scotty Smith)

Mark 10:35-45

James and John's request arose from the same yearning in the heart of every
man: as image-bearers of God, we long for glory—to live commendable and
significant lives. We want to matter, and for good reason. Having placed Adam
in the garden of Eden, God commissioned His first human son to nurture it and
cause it to flourish. Like Adam, we too were designed to do substantive and
enduring things with our lives. God “has put eternity into man’s

heart” (Eccles.3:11) - a design for relationship and impact that will outlast this
life.

So we shouldn’t be shocked that Jesus did not rebuke James and John, when
they asked for positions of glory. The Bible commends the quest “for glory and
honour” (Rom.2:7) - as long as it isn’t “self-seeking” (Rom.2:8). James and John
thought glory came through ruling, through elevation—sitting on either side of
an enthroned Jesus. Their perspective was riddled with their fallenness, and
Jesus seized the moment to teach the “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17) about the
true meaning of glory and how it can be attained. Glory isn’t gained through
ruling but through serving—by taking the lowest place, not the highest.

Like all God’s sons, James and John would eventually experience glory, in the
life to come (Col.3:1-4). But their most pressing need in this life wasn’t for glory
but for mercy. Mark underscores this truth by placing the story of blind
Bartimaeus right after Jesus’ encounter with James and John. Consider the
contrast between the two stories: James and John, physically seeing, were
spiritually blind—as revealed by their quest for greatness. Bartimaeus,
physically blind, was spiritually seeing—as revealed by his cry for mercy.

But how could James and John in all their blindness, or Bartimaeus for that
matter, or any of us, be granted mercy?

We receive mercy and attain true greatness, ultimately, because Jesus, who
had eternal greatness, took the place of consummate lowness—becoming a
servant of all (Mark 10:45). Jesus, who is eternally free, was bound to a cross,
so that we who are systemically bound might be free forever. We were
spiritually dead, in need of life; Jesus, the Creator of life, died the death that
gives us life. We were blind, but Jesus opened our eyes, both to our need for
mercy and to the means of mercy—Jesus Himself. His finished work on the
cross guarantees that our present work in this world—and in the world to
come—will matter forever.

As the servant love of Jesus captures us, we delight to pursue true greatness
through servanthood.
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10. The Gospel of Mark—Follow the King [Mark 10:1-52] 3. Can'tlistento Jesus (10:23-16, 32-44)

Introduction

1. Can'tinterpret the Law (10:1-12)

4. Only solution (10:45-52)
2. Can't properly love God (10:17-31)



