Seven Ways to Pray for Your Leaders—Part 3 (David Mathis)

Tale of Two Wisdoms

James 3:13-18 draws a clear contrast between two kinds of wisdom: earthly
wisdom and “the wisdom that comes down from above” (James 3:15). There is a
kind of wisdom, exercised by humans, of human origin, and there is another
kind—the true wisdom, exercised by humans, but of divine origin. One is heavenly,
spiritual, and godly. The other, “earthly, unspiritual, demonic” (James 3:15).
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Fortunately, our Father is an exceedingly generous giver, and He loves to respond
with favour when we humbly petition Him for wisdom (James 1:5). It is good to pray
often for wisdom for yourself—and it is one of the most important things you can
pray for your leaders.

We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

Consider James 3:17 as a guide for praying for what our leaders would be. [ |

The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of .

mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. This Week: Gospel of Mark—The
King Opposed

(See last 2 weeks’ bulletin for points 1-5)
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magnifying Him as such.

6. Impartial

Impartiality is an especially important virtue for leaders. It's bad enough when anyone plays
favourites and treats others unfairly, but when it takes root among the leadership, the effects
multiply. The whole church soon suffers.

The impartiality of God is a clear, and often overlooked, them in the New Testament (1 Peter
1:17; Galatians 2:6; Romans 2:11; Acts 10:34; Luke 20:21; Ephesians 6:9; Colossians 3:25).
Pray that the wisdom that comes from Christ would make His under-shepherds increasingly
fair and impartial (James 2:1, 9; 1 Timothy 5:21).

Next Sunday: Mark 15:1-16:8

7. Sincere
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Sincerity now brings us full circle to purity at the beginning of the list. The term literally means
“without hypocrisy”. Pray that your leaders would practice what they preach, that they would
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be doers of God’s word and not teachers only. inging You Alone Can Rescue @ slechurchorgau

Pray that the leaders of Christ’'s church would renounce “disgraceful, underhanded ways” All Il Have is Christ % +61 490 760 152

and “refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word,” but that in a world of spin, .

posturing, and deception, they would lead “by the open statement of the truth” (2 Corinthians Holy Communion info@slechurch.org.au

4:2). Pray that they would have the spirit of the apostles: “We are not, like so many, peddlers Offering © g3 Ryans Road, St Lucia 4067

of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak

in Christ” (2 Corinthians 2:17). Pray that they would be free from people-pleasing and too Community News

Check out slechurch.org.au/groups to find a

much concern with public relations.
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Say hello

Join us for morning tea at 10:30am.
We'd love to have a chat and get to
know you better.
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15. The Gospel of Mark—The King Suffers [Mark 14]

1. Introduction
A. The Setting: The Passover (vi, 12-16)

B. The Centrepiece: Jesus, the Passover Lamb (vv22-25)

2. The Preparation (vvi-11)

A.The bread: worthless destroyers and betrayers (vvi-2, 10-11)

B. The meat: costly anointer (vv3-9)

3. The Passion (vv26-72)

A. The bread: Peter’s denial

B. The meat: Jesus stands... all else falls
i. Praying... sleeping

ii. Standing... fleeing

iii. Innocent... corrupt

4. Contrast—What Does it Highlight?
A. Jesus: our greatest need

B. Jesus: deserving greatest value



