Why We’re Not Preaching Mark 16:9-20

No, we're not deleting sections of your Bible—and nor are recent Bible
translations trying to take verses out of Scripture. But there are very good and
legitimate reasons that Mark 16:9-20 was not originally written by Mark, nor
intended.

The first reason is the documentary evidence. When the Bible was first
translated into English the translators had only a small handful of Greek
manuscripts to work from. They did great work, and we should be truly thankful
for their translation and how it massively impacted our own translations
(around 2/3rds of the New Testament in the ESV is the same as William
Tyndale’s original translation!”. But since the 1500’s we’'ve made many (ie.
Thousands) more discoveries of New Testament documents, and through
painstaking research scholars have been able to map out a number of
manuscript family trees. What they discovered was that the Greek manuscripts
used by the first English translators came from a much later period of copying,
and many of these manuscripts included more passages and verses than what
are widely considered earlier documents. This is why you’ll notice in the ESV
that there is a note to say that ‘some of the earlier manuscripts do not contain
Mark 16:9-20’. This is a compelling reason to raise question marks about the
validity of these verses.

A second reason why these verses are unlikely to be written by Mark is the
language of 16:9-20—specifically the vocabulary, phrases, and grammar. There
is a noticeable change in the writing style and ‘voice’ from verse 9 onwards
which leads many to believe that this was a much later addition to the gospel.
It is theorised that a later scribe was confused by the sudden ending to the
gospel (which we believe to be intentional—the sermon today will explain why!)
and inserted his own collection of stories and sayings, influenced by the rest of
the New Testament, to give a more rounded conclusion to this gospel.

This might sound unsettling, but fear not! Of the passages often in question
(including John 7:53-8:11), and a few other verses or words) no major doctrines
hang on them, and nothing is lost in the gospels if those passages were
removed. There is generally very few arguments about the vast majority of
Scripture’s accuracy and reliability. So keep reading the Word you have and
trust that it truly is God’s intended word for you!

If you have any further questions don’t hesitate to talk to one of the Pastors.
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Welcome, we’'re glad you're here! 1

We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

This Week: Gospel of Mark—The
King Dies and Rises

We need to truly believe that Christ died, was
buried, and was raised to life so that we, the
guilty, can be set free.

Next Sunday: 1 John 1:1-4
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Community News .
Check out slechurch.org.au/groups to find a

Bible Reading Mark 15:1-16:8 group that you can join.

Sermon By Pastor Steven Tran
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Say hello

Join us for morning tea at 10:30am.
We'd love to have a chat and get to
know you better.

Our Pastors

PASTOR BEN HO
Mobile: +61 433 581 335
Email: ben.ho@slechurch.org.au

PASTOR STEVEN TRAN
Mobile: +61 411 621 159
Email: steven.tran@slechurch.org.au

Financial Update

Last Week $9,848.99
Weekly Required $5,750.00
Shortfall 2019 $0.00

Giving by Electronic Funds Transfer

A/C Name: SLE Church

Bank: National Australia Bank
BSB: 084-424

A/C No: 396558544

SLE Church is a branch church of Chinese Christian
Church Brisbane
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16. The Gospel of Mark—-The King Dies and Rises [Mark 15:1-16:8] e The King's work (15:33-39)

Introduction

1. The King is here... (15:1-47)
a. Are you the King? (15:1-5) f. The King's death (15:40-47)

' 2. The King is NOT here! (16:1-8)
b. Exchange for the King (25:6-15) a. Women's witnesses

¢. Hail to the “King"! (15:16-20) b. Alarm, Fear, Fleeing, Silence... the end(?)

d. The crucified King (15:21-32) So what?



