“l don’t think it, |1 feel it.” (Adam Kareus)

This is the climatic line from a movie my daughter watched all too often about small
colourful creatures who are happy all the time. | have heard it many times before, but
yesterday, it all of the sudden hit me. This is the modern mindset. Or should | say heart-set?

There is a trend where feelings have taken the place of thinking. People want to feel
something is true, or feel something fits, or feel that it is right for them. They don’t trust
thoughts or facts anymore—feelings trump them all. How they feel about something is the
end-all be-all. And if their feelings tell them one thing, that is what they will follow no
matter if everything else is telling them something different.

This means people aren’t concerned whether their actions and motives have been thought
out anymore. They have been felt out. They don’t want to have someone reason with them,
they want someone to stir their passions. They don’t desire logic, they desire tear-jerking
emotions.

This is not everyone, but it seems like it is a growing tendency in the up-and-coming
generations. This really hit home with me a few years ago.

There | was sitting in a coffee shop with a young man | had mentored and been in
discipleship with for several years. He knew the gospel. He knew what God wanted from him
and required of him from the Word. And yet there he was in tears saying he felt (yes felt) he
was supposed to divorce his wife and pursue a life with his boyfriend. | lovingly challenged
him and pointed him back to the Word. And he admitted that he knew what | was saying
was right, but it didn’t work with what he was feeling. His feelings won out. He felt that God
would only give him feelings and emotions like this if he was supposed to act on them. He
didn’t care if he wasn't thoughtful, he was feeling-full.

But this isn’t a single case on the far side of town; this is a way of viewing life that is in our
churches. People want to feel. They will evaluate everything through how it makes them feel.
Even if the language of evaluate and feel seem at odds, that Is how they approach new
information. Even some mature believers in our churches will process what they hear on a
Sunday by how it makes them feel. If the sermon made them feel bad, they will discount the
message. If the sermon made them feel good about themselves, that is what they will take
away from the service. Feelings have become the filter through which everything has to
pass.

What does this mean for our presentation of the gospel? To truly present the gospel, you
have to offend and that offense will run right up against the filter of feelings. To truly correct
a person’s way might call for some loving rebuke. Again, that runs into the filter of feelings.
To exhort a congregation to action requires them to change, which often doesn’t pass the
feelings test.

This means that we who are called upon to preach and teach must aim for hearts. We must communi-
cate in winsome ways that can pass through the feeling filter and get at the mind because we need to
speak to both. We need to present the gospel and its outworking in such a way that conveys the truth
and action, hitting the head and mind, as well as motivating that action and change, hitting the heart.

Through the grace of God and the gospel working on the congregation’s hearts, they will start to see that
filtering life by feelings is not what we are called to. God calls us to die to self, to deny ourselves, to follow
Him no matter what. Often that means we will be doing things that don’t feel great. And what is more,
our affections will be changed in such a way that we will begin to feel, yes feel, like we need to do these
very things we used to avoid. Only then we will do them because our hearts and feelings have been
given over totally to God. ((https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/i-dont-think-it-i-feel-it)

G 14 July 2019 | Service Times: 9am & 11:30am

Welcome, we’'re glad you're here! 1

We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

This Week: The World and Her
Antichrists

(GTHE FIRST LETTER OF (GJOHN

THAT
YOU

Paul warns of two dangers—the world and the |
antichrists, and calls for the believers to resist
these dangers by sticking with the truth that
they know through the Spirit that they have
been given.

Next Sunday: 1 John 2:28-3:18

Today’s Service Stay Connected
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Bible Reading 1 John 2:15-27

Sermon By Pastor Ben Ho

Song of Response


https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/i-dont-think-it-i-feel-it

Say hello

Join us for morning tea at 10:30am.
We'd love to have a chat and get to
know you better.

Our Pastors

SENIOR PASTOR BEN HO
Mobile: +61 433 581 335
Email: ben.ho@slechurch.org.au

PASTOR STEVEN TRAN
Mobile: +61 411 621 159
Email: steven.tran@slechurch.org.au

Financial Update

Last Week $11,422.83
Weekly Required $5,750.00
Shortfall 2019 $0.00

Giving by Electronic Funds Transfer

A/C Name: SLE Church

Bank: National Australia Bank
BSB: 084-424

A/C No: 396558544

SLE Church is a branch church of Chinese Christian
Church Brisbane
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3. The Threat of Antichrists (18-27)
A. Antichrists—deniers of Jesus as Christ

4. The World and Her Antichrists [1 John 2:15-27]

1. Introduction: Pull and Push Threats

2. The Threat of the World (15-17)
A."Don’t love the world”

B. Overcoming the threat
i. Knowing the situation

B. Reasons not to love the world
i. No love of the father ii. Knowing the truth

ii. No permanence
iii. Abiding in the Spirit

4. Conclusion



