Pastor Steven’s Pastor Desk (Video Transcript continuing...)
No, it isn’t. And I think this is all the more reason to keep persisting with meeting online
when we can – and not just in our small bible study groups, but catching up with more
people online 1 to 1. It isn’t the same, and every time we meet online we are reminded
of what we have lost. You’d think that in this day and age of webcams and chat
groups that we would overcome that loss – but something is still missing.
I miss seeing people face to face – of seeing you smile, of responding with my own
smile, of you connecting with this and joy being shared. I miss looking at people’s eyes,
of seeing the hidden joys and pains. I miss the appropriate hugs of joy. I miss the
singing at church – oh how I miss hearing each other’s voices together!
And all of this is why we should persist in meeting online. Because with every online
meeting we build up within us a longing for more, a desire for a return to our gathered
time together.
One of my friends, Stephen McAlpine, wrote on his blog recently that after all this is
over there will be a lot of hugging when church gets back together again.
But as much as I look forward to that day when SLE Church gathers again in person –
that day will be a shadow of the better, brighter day to come.
It will be as it has been written in the Bible:
Revelation 21:1–5
[1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from their
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
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Welcome, we’re glad you’re here!
We are a church family committed to following Jesus Christ as Lord. We do this by getting to know
him through his living Word, the Bible, which is why the sermon is the key part of our Sunday
services. Find out more about us at www.slechurch.org.au.

This Week: The Welcoming Church
— Freedom vs Spiritual Health
Being thoughtless and careless and faithless in our
use of freedoms will lead to our own destruction
and the destruction of others. So… always use your
freedoms in a way that only ever grows your faith,
does good to others and glorifies God.

Next Week: Good Friday and Easter Sunday
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[5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Let’s keep gathering together online, as a church, in our fellowship groups, and in one
to one catch ups with each other. And let’s keep doing so looking forward not only to
the day when we rejoice together as a church, but also looking forward to that day
when we will rejoice with all Christians from history past and history future, around the
throne of Jesus, forever more. “He will wipe away every tear from our eyes. Himself.
And there will be no more social distancing. Ever. Again.” (Stephen McAlpine)
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1 Corinthians 9:24-11:1
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Prayer Points

Say hello
Join us for morning tea at 10:30am.
We’d love to have a chat and get to
know you better.

Our Pastors
SENIOR PASTOR BEN HO
Mobile: +61 433 581 335

CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE
ONGOING CORONAVIRUS
PANEDEMIC. Pray for wisdom for our
world leaders to know how to govern
wisely through this. Pray that our
communities will be patient and heed
the directives of our governing
authorities. Pray that god in His merciful
sovereignty would bring a swift end to
the virus’ spread. Pray that our world
would see their mortality and be drawn
to Jesus’ saving cross.
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER IN
ISOLATION. Pray that we would be
mindful of how we are each going, to
love and care for those who feel
isolated and alone. Pray that we would
find ways to encourage and spur one
another on in these days.

Email: ben.ho@sle.church
PASTOR STEVEN TRAN
Mobile: +61 411 621 159
Email: steven.tran@sle.church

Financial Update
Last Week

$3,107.60

Weekly Required (adjusted)

$6,518.00

Shortfall 2020

$9,533.00

Giving by Electronic Funds Transfer
A/C Name:

SLE Church

Bank:

National Australia Bank

BSB:

084-424

A/C No:

396558544

SLE Church is a branch church of Chinese Christian
Church Brisbane

PRAY FOR THE ANXIETIES OF THE
MOMENT. Pray for our world to
recognize that life’s fragility is not
solved by building our hopes in this
world, but in Christ alone. Pray that
Christians would lead in being good
examples and testimonies of those who
have their hopes set on the world to
come.

From Pastor Steven’s Desk (Video Transcript)
He Will Make All Things New
It’s hard to imagine that only four weeks ago was the last time most of us saw all of us
together. You’d probably have to go back a few weeks more to remember when our
church was beginning to fill up with new students starting the year, visiting parents,
newcomers along with all the regular faces we’re so used to seeing.
But that was then, and this is now. God’s people have always been a people called
and gathered together by our God – and over the past 2000 years only in a few other
rare and exceptional circumstances have churches not gathered together. It’s
sometimes astonishing to think that it took an invisible virus to once again do prevent
our gatherings.
But in 2020 our technological advances mean we haven’t stopped opening God’s
Word with each other – online, digitally, through the screen. And with that has come a
different way of looking at things, and a new learning curve.
As SLE Church closed its doors a few weeks ago and moved online, there was heaps
of tension in the air. Behind the scenes we had guys like Ivan Tan, Li Wei Wee and
Matt Tao – along with the other musicians and PA guys working out all the tech of live
streaming. (Drop them an encouraging message and say thanks!). We’ve had some
hitches with livestreaming the second service that we’re aware of and ironing out. But
we’re glad that it’s gone relatively smoothly.
Quite a number of our fellowship groups have been working out how to move online as
well – using Zoom, Jitsi Meet, Google Hangouts, and other video conferencing sites.
We’ve been able to maintain some contact, some catchups, and some prayer between
us even as we remain socially distanced, and self-isolated. And if you’re not already
connected in this way, let us encourage you to seek those options out – contact Ben,
myself, or one of your fellowship leaders to get connected.

Feedback on these online gatherings has been generally positive – but there is one
piece of feedback that has come up consistently – and it’s worth repeating: the
feedback is that while online meetings have generally be ok, it isn’t the same as being
face to face.
(continuing back page)

3. The Welcoming Church—Freedom vs Spiritual Health
[1 Corinthians 9:24-11:1]
1. Introduction—The Freedom Generation

2. Warning: Israel Overthrown (10:1-5)

5.

What Should We Do With Our Freedom?
a. NEVER idolatry (10:14, 22)

3. Learn: from Israel’s Failure (10:6-11)

a. Idolatry (Exodus 32)

b. Test #1: How does this affect my spiritual G_ _ _ _ _ _ ? (10:23)

b. Sexual Immorality (Numbers 25)

c. Test #2: How does this be G _ _ _ for others?

c. Grumbling (Numbers 14)

d. Test #3: How will this G _ _ _ _ _ _ God?

4. Warning: The Real Danger of Participation (10:15-21)

6.

Conclusion

