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Aware of Geoghan record,
archdiocese still shuttled
him from parish to parish

First of Mo purts

Since the mid- 1 900s, more thas 130 people
have come forward with horrifie ehildhood
tales about how Sormes priest John J. Geoghan
allegrdly fondlod o raped them during & tirve-
decade spree through a half-domen Greater
Boston parishes.

Almest sways, bis Victims were prammar
sehool boys, One Wi Just 4 years ald,

Thes caimie last July's Qischosure that Carnds-
nal Bernard ¥, Law knew about Geoghan's
probiems in 1954, Liw’s first year in Boston,
¥et appeoved his transfer to St Julia's partsh i

JANUARY 6,

Weston. Wilson 1. Rogers Jr, the cardinals s
un ey, defendal the move st sunmer, syiog
the archdiocese had medical sssurances that
At GACghal MesssIment was “approprise
and sale ™

But oo of Law's histops thoughe that the
1954 msEnment of Geoghan 1 S, Julla’s was
w0 risky, be wrote the cardinal a letter i poo-
St Al for g reason, the Spotlight Team
found: The archdiocese already had substan-
ual evidence of Geoghan's predatory sexual
Bahits. That inchaded his assertion in 1980 that
his repeated abuse of seven boys o onE €3
tended family was not 2 “serions” problem, ac-
cording Lo Al Arehaioeesan record.

The SU Jalia’s ssignment proved disas-
trous. Gesghan was put in charge of three
yosth groups, including altar bays. In 1989, he
was forced 1o go on sick leave after more com-

2002

Church allowed abuse by priest for years

platnts of sexual abuse. and spent months in
two institutions that treat sexually abusive
priests. Even sa, the aschdiornse returned him
1o St. Julia's, where Geoghan continsed to
aduse children fur anather thres yoars.

Now, as Geoghan faces the first of two
enm tirse] Erials et week, detinils about bis ses-

are Biely 1o be
hnqm-mmummnu
mare troubling: Why dis 1t take a suecession of
thres cardimals and many Detogs 34 years 10
place chifdiren sul of Genghan's reach?

Donsa Morrissey, & spokeswoman for Law,
said the cardinal and other church officials
would not respond 1o questions about
Geoghan. Mormssey sk the chisch had no Lo
tevest in karwiog what the Che’s guestions
would be.

SPOTLIGHT, Pags A4

Toays bfore Pope #2

Francis arrives the

Archbishop of Dublin ¥

admits the number of
Irish children sexually
abused by priests is

MOI e thy

REEEEENET ARPIRTERE All Saints Church, Reddy is | abuse for Isttime abuse from 1955
sed.

+= window opened at 1201 am. Wednes- | decen nu- Rev. John Kempezyn- The Rev. Francis X
\-uuuctmaa)!ar to file e Baumgarten is accused in a
“wward | Episcopal priest in Califor- lawsuit of sexually abusing

~¥a named in suit i i a 13-year-old child from 1955

~twwrigstin Cal- Chil 0 1956, The lawsuit does not

Antitrust
exception
shields
baseball

Proviso may stymie

Martin calls for legal reform (
to help cleric assatlt victims

Heroes’ taleis at the heart of “‘Windtalkers,’ Living

L Omaha @orld-Herald

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER OWNEl)/ B:.Y4L E'MUPALIO L YAEVE:S

Sacred trus
violated by priest

Three men abused as boys at a Lincoln church talk about the fear and shame they lelt and t

lingering effects the abuse has had on their lives and their families’ feelings toward the chur

/é‘& BiShOpS VOte tO OUSt Sex { By STEPHEN I]UT;H;'#WHF.I.H -;III\.LD STAFF WIITER

INTO THE LIGHT

Asthe clergy abuse scandal unfolds, Roger Mahony's aha Archdiocese owes an ex-altar
LA rodes 000 and his mother $50,000.
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Am | being faithful? Idolvs idle?
*Loving others?
*God’s Kingdom priority?
Living for this world?






Choose one or more of the following to discuss:

* Are you serving God with everything that you
have, or giving Him leftovers?

* What might it cost you to pursue holiness? Do you
believe it will be worth it?

* Spend some time praying for the yourself and the
leaders of the church to keep growing in holiness.



